
 

 
 
 

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA 
 

 
 
 

The University Archives 
and Records Center 

 
 

A Guide to the 
John Hess Foster (1891 – 1985), 

Scrapbook, 1913 – 1921  
1 vol. 

 
 

UPT50 F755 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by J.M. Duffin 
September 2008 

http://www.upenn.edu/
http://www.archives.upenn.edu/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The University Archives and Records Center 
3401 Market Street, Suite 210 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-3358 
215.898.7024 
Fax: 215.573.2036 
www.archives.upenn.edu 
Mark Frazier Lloyd, Director 

http://www.archives.upenn.edu/


 

 1

Guide to the 
John Hess Foster, 1891 – 1985, 

Scrapbook, 1913 – 1921 
 

UPT50 F755 
 

1 vol. 
 

Prepared by J.M. Duffin 
September 2008 

 

 
 Access is granted in accordance with the Protocols for the University Archives and 
Records Center. 
 

 

PROVENANCE 

 

 Date of accession not determined.  

 

 

ARRANGEMENT 

 

 The contents of the scrapbook are arranged chronologically. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

 

 John Hess Foster was born on 24 August 1891 in  Swatow, China, the son of Rev. J ohn 

Marshal Foster and Clara M. Hess.   Foster’s parents were both m issionaries in  China f or the  

American Baptist Missionary Union before th eir m arriage and the fam ily m aintained strong 

contacts with the country for most of their life.  Foster attended and graduated with a B.S. degree 

from his father’s alma mater Colby College in 1913 and in the fall of the sam e year entered the 

Medical School of the University of Pennsylvania and received his M.D. degree in 1917.  After g 

graduation Foster joined the Medi cal Corps of the U.S. Army and serv ed as a firs t lieutenant in 
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U.S. General Hospital Num ber 14 at Fort Og lethorpe, Georgia until his discharge in 1919.  

Foster decided to follow his parents and to  return to China with his  wife and infant son to  work 

in Yale’s medical school in Changsha.  He remained in China until 192 7 serving on the staf f of 

Hunan-Yale (Hsiang-Y u) Hospital.   On his re turn to the Unite d States, Foster worked as a 

physician in W aterbury, Connectic ut until his retire ment in 1972.  He was active in civic 

organizations in Waterbury.  Foster died on 2 March 1985 in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.  

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

 John Hess Foster’s scrapbook docum ents the be ginning of his career in m edicine as 

student and new doctor as well as the beginni ng of his m arried life and fam ily.  The  

documentation is prim arily in the f orm of  phot ographs, m ostly snapshots, program s, tickets, 

newspaper clippings, notes and letters.  The majority of the scrapbook is devoted to Foster’s time 

at the University of Pennsylvania as m edical student and details not only the various social 

activities, such as the fraternity, student association, and athletic events, that he attended but also 

his m edical work at th e University Settlem ent House of  the Chris tian Association and the 

Southeastern Dispensary for W omen.  There is  a co llection of  in dividual snapshots with 

autographs of faculty (primarily posed in the class room or laboratory) and fellow students at the 

School of Medicine.  Many of these snapshots we re used as illustrati ons in the 1917 m edical 

school yearbook, The Scope, for which Foster was the photograph editor. 

 

 The remainder of the scrapbook contains photographs of Foster’s life as a newly wed and 

young father and tim e at Colby College.  There is a group of photos a nd postcards from  Bar  

Harbour, Maine as well as inform al fa mily phot os at Fort Oglethorpe , Georgia and Nanking, 

China in 1919–1920.  The end of the scrapbook contains formal portrait photographs of members 

of the Class of 1913 of Colby College. 

 

 Related material regarding John Hess Foster, such as diaries for the years 1918–1919, can 

be found in the Foster Fa mily Papers in the Divinity L ibrary Special Collections at Yale 

University. 
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