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Robert Francis Engs, 1943 --  
Papers, 1965 – 1995 

 
UPT 50 E57 

 
6.5 Cubic ft. 

 
Prepared by Kaiyi Chen, 1998 

Revised by J. M. Duffin, November 2000 
 

 
 Access is granted in accordance with the Protocols for the University Archives and 
Records Center. 
 

 

PROVENANCE 

 

 Donated to the University Archives by Robert Francis Engs in two parts, one in 1993 

(accession number 1993:24) and the two in 1995 (accession numbers 1995:46 and 1995:47). 

 

 

ARRANGEMENT 

 

 The collection is arranged in seven series: Professional, 1973 – 1993; Afro-American 

Studies, 1973 – 1993; Black Presence, 1974 – 1991; Department of History, 1972 – 1994; 

Student Files, 1972, 1983 – 1993; Writings; Princeton Summer Studies Program, 1964 – 1992.  

The Professional, Department of History, and Black Presence series are arranged first by the 

chronological files and then alphabetically by the subject files.  The Afro-American Studies and 

Student Files series are arranged alphabetically.  The Princeton Summer Studies Program series 

is broken into seven subseries: Subject File, Photographs, Reports and Proposals, Student Files, 

Brandon H. Hirsch Research, Audio Tapes, and Slides.  These subseries are all arranged 

alphabetically, except for the Reports and Proposals subseries which is arranged first 

chronologically and then alphabetically. 

http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 

 Robert Frances Engs was born in 1943.  After earning a B.A. from the Woodrow Wilson 

School of Public and International Affairs of Princeton University in 1965, Engs received his 

Ph.D. in History from Yale University in 1972.  While at Princeton University he participated in 

founding of the Princeton Summer Studies Program, an intensive college preparatory program 

for minority and disadvantaged New Jersey public high school students, which became the 

model for the Upward Bound programs of the late 1960s. 

 

 Dr. Engs began his career at the University of Pennsylvania in 1972 when he was 

appointed Assistant Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania.  A year after joining 

the faculty, Provost Stellar appointed him as the director for Minority Faculty Recruitment.  He 

has since played a distinct role in enhancing the presence of minorities in both faculty and 

student body at the University of Pennsylvania.   In 1979 Engs was promoted to Associate 

Professor.  In addition to his teaching assignments, Engs was and continues to be actively 

involved the Department of History administration.  Dr. Engs served as chair of the 

undergraduate program from 1987 to 1992 and again in 2000 as well as director of the American 

History Honors Seminar.  His areas of concentration in teaching are African American History, 

Civil War and Reconstruction, and History of the United States South. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

 The Robert Francis Engs Papers reflect his academic career at the University of 

Pennsylvania and interests in education.   

 

 A large portion of the collection contains material relating administrative work for the 

University and Department of History.  It includes correspondence, newsletters, program reports, 
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committee minutes and handbooks.  This material generally dates from 1985 to 1992.  Dr. Engs’ 

participation in the Afro-American Studies program is also documented with program material, 

course lists, and correspondence from 1973 to 1993.  

 

 Dr. Engs’ interests in education are found in two large sections of the collection.  The 

Student Files series contains both undergraduate and graduate student papers, correspondence 

and recommendations, dating primarily from the late 1980s.  The Princeton Summer Studies 

Program series reflects the early work of Robert Engs to create better opportunity and access to 

higher education for minorities in the United States.  The series contents detailed weekly reports 

of the program from 1964 to 1965, as well as student files, photographs, and audio recordings.  It 

provides a complete picture of the program’s intent, activities and results.  Addition material 

compiled during the early 1980s and in 1992 when Brandon H. Hirsch, University of 

Pennsylvania student, wrote his senior honors thesis on the topic, can be found in the collection 

which documents the later careers of some of the participating students. 

 

    

 



Robert Francis Engs, 1943-
Papers, 1964-1995

INVENTORY

Access is granted in accordance with the Protocols for the University Archives and Records
Center.

UPT 50 E57

Professional

Box 1 FF 1 1978-1979

FF 2 1981-1984

FF 3 1984-1985

FF 4 1986-1987

FF 5 1988-1990

FF 6 Affirmative Action and School Desegregation Study, Ralph R. 
Smith, 1981-1982

FF 7 Afro-American Historical and Cultural Museum, 1985

FF 8 American History Workshop, 1973

FF 9 American History Workshop, 1975

FF 10 Bachae Project, 1991

FF 11 Center for the Study of Southern Culture, 1991

FF 12 Christian Association (1), 1986-1988

FF 13 Christian Association (2), 1986-1988

FF 14 Disadvantaged Student Admissions, 1973

FF 15 Faculty of Arts and Sciences, By-Laws Committee, 1975-1976

FF 16 Faculty Grievances, 1982

http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/ptotocols.html
http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
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UPT 50 E57
Inventory

Professional (cont.)

Box 1 FF 17 Faculty Senate, 1973-1977

FF 18 Ford Foundation, 1986

FF 19 Frankford Revolutionary Community Study, 1974

FF 20 Freshman Reading Program, 1982

FF 21 Guggenheim Fellowship, 1981-1982

FF 22 National Endowment for the Humanities, 1987-1988

FF 23 National Endowment for the Humanities, Review Panel, 1983

FF 24 National Humanities Faculty, 1980, 1981

FF 25 Office of Planning and Institutional Planning, Affirmative Action 
Report, 1988

FF 26 Organization of American Historians, Panelist, 1987

Phillips Academy, Department of History

FF 27 History 35, Syllabus and Reading Material, first term

FF 28 History 35, Syllabus and Reading Material, second term (1)

FF 29 History 35, Syllabus and Reading Material, second term (2)

FF 30 "Phoebus: A Pictorial History," 1976

FF 31 President's Form, Afro-American Program Forum Posters, 1986

FF 32 Provost Search Committee, 1987

FF 33 Recommendations, 1987-1990

FF 34 A Report on the University of Pennsylvania Affirmative Action 
Program, 1973

FF 35 Research and Fellowships, 1981

FF 36 Research Investigators Handbook, 1990

FF 37 Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship Application, 1981
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Robert Francis Engs Papers
UPT 50 E57

Inventory

Professional (cont.)

Box 1 FF 38 School of Arts and Science Undergraduate Council, 1990

Box 2 FF 1 University Archives, 1990-1993

FF 2 Writing Across the University, 1988

Afro-American Studies

FF 3 African American Historical and Cultural Museum, "The People's 
Art Black Murals, 1967-1978"

FF 4 Coordinating Committee, 1984-1988

FF 5 Correspondence, 1986-1995

FF 6 Forum on Teaching, 1990

FF 7 Program, 1977

FF 8 Program and Symposium, 1973-1976

FF 9 Program and Course Offerings, 1989-1991

FF 10 Proposal for an Independent Major, 1992

FF 11 Summer Institute for Pre-Freshman, 1993

FF 12 Summer Institute for Pre-Freshman, Student Applications, 1993

FF 13 Summer Institute for Pre-Freshman, Student Papers, 1993

Black Presence

FF 14 1989

FF 15 Black Faculty Steering Committee, 1974

FF 16 Black Faculty Resource Directory

FF 17 Black History Month Publication

FF 18 Black Ministry on Campus, 1988

Black Presence Steering Committee

FF 19 18 January 1988
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Robert Francis Engs Papers
UPT 50 E57
Inventory

Black Presence
Black Presence Steering Committee

Box 2 FF 20 18 March 1988

FF 21 21 September 1988

FF 22 15 February 1989

FF 23 Center for the Study of Black Literature and Culture at Penn, 
Annual Report, 1989

FF 24 Committee on Black Presence at the University of Pennsylvania, 
1989-1990

FF 25 Committee on Black Presence at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Report "Toward the Year2000"

FF 26 Enhancing Minority Permanence, Prospectus, 1990

FF 27 Fund Raising, 1974

FF 28 Gaines, Ernest, Artist-in-Residence, 1991

FF 29 Interim Recommendation to Promote United States Minority 
Permanence at Penn, 1993

FF 30 Minority Graduate and Professional School Data, 1989

FF 31 Minority Permanence at the University of Pennsylvania, 1992

FF 32 Minority Permanence Development Committee, 1990

FF 33 Miscellaneous, 1986-1987

FF 34 National Faculty, Atlanta Humanities Program, 1987

FF 35 Report on Program for … Potential Minority Graduate Students, 
1990

Department of History

FF 36 1972-1975

FF 37 1976-1977

FF 38 1981-1984

4



Robert Francis Engs Papers
UPT 50 E57

Inventory

Department of History (cont.)

Box 2 FF 39 1984-1985

FF 40 1986-1987

FF 41 1987

Box 3 FF 1 1988-1991

FF 2 1987-1989

FF 3 1990

FF 4 1991

FF 5 1992

FF 6 Advanced Placement Course and International Baccalaureate 
History Credits, 1988

FF 7 Advising Manual, 1988

FF 8 Advising Manual, History Program, 1977

FF 9 College Advising, 1987, 1993

FF 10 Committee on Undergraduate Academic Standing, 1985-1986

FF 11 Course Offerings, 1986-1991

FF 12 Edinburgh Exchange Students, 1987-1991

FF 13 Executive Committee, 1989

FF 14 Graduate Program, 1982-1983

FF 15 History Department News, 1987

FF 16 History Majors, 1989-1991

FF 17 Statistics, 1989-1991

FF 18 Study Abroad Program, 1987-1992

FF 19 Study Abroad Program, 1990-1992

FF 20 Transfer Credit Forms, 1987-1989
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UPT 50 E57
Inventory

Department of History (cont.)

Box 3 FF 21 University Policies and Procedures, 1992-1994

Student Files

FF 22 B (1), 1988

FF 23 B (2), 1985

FF 24 B (3), 1988

FF 25 B (4), 1984

FF 26 C (1), 1984

FF 27 C (2)

FF 28 C (3), 1983

FF 29 C (4), 1984

FF 30 D

FF 31 G (1)

FF 32 G (2), 1990

FF 33 G (3), 1988

FF 34 G (4), 1988

FF 35 G (5), 1989

FF 36 G (6), 1993

FF 37 H

FF 38 K, 1988

FF 39 L, 1991

FF 40 O, 1983

FF 41 S (1), 1988-1991

FF 42 S (2), 1987

FF 43 S (3), 1988
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UPT 50 E57

Inventory

Student Files (cont.)

Box 3 FF 44 T (1), 1992

FF 45 T (2)

FF 46 W (1), 1972

FF 47 W (2), 1988

FF 48 W (3), 1984-1985

FF 49 W (4), 1990

FF 50 W (5), 1990

Box 4 FF 1 W (6), 1990

FF 2 Y, 1988

FF 3 Afro-American Studies 15, 1985

FF 4 History 100A, 1988

FF 5 History 176, 1985

FF 6 History 299

FF 7 History 363, 1985

FF 8 History 363 (1), 1988

FF 9 History 363 (2), 1988

FF 10 History 363 (3), 1988

FF 11 History 365 (1), 1989

FF 12 History 365 (2), 1989

FF 13 NEH Seminar, 1984

FF 14 Miscellaneous, 1984-1993

Writings

FF 15 "Freedom's First Generation: Black Hampton, Virginia, 1861-
1890" (1)
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UPT 50 E57
Inventory

Writings (cont.)

Box 4 FF 16 "Freedom's First Generation: Black Hampton, Virginia, 1861-
1890" (2)

Princeton Summer Studies Program
Subject File

FF 17 Admission, 1966

FF 18 Alumni of Program, 1965-1983

FF 19 Budgets, 1964-1966

FF 20 "Cultural Resources of Newark," c. 1965

FF 21 Circular Information, 1964

FF 22 Curriculum, 1964-1965

FF 23 Employment, Summers, 1964, 1865

FF 24 Forms

FF 25 General Correspondence, 1965-1967

FF 26 General Correspondence, 1966

FF 27 Lists of Students, 1964-1967

FF 28 McCracken, Charles W., 1964-1988

FF 29 Newspaper Articles, 1965-1967

FF 30 Photography Class, 1965

FF 31 Program Descriptions, 1964

FF 32 Project Now (1), 1973

FF 33 Project Now (2), 1973

FF 34 Promotional Material, 1964

FF 35 Publicity, 1964

FF 36 Smoot, James S., Biographical Information, 1963
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UPT 50 E57

Inventory

Princeton Summer Studies Program
Subject File

Box 4 FF 37 Special Admissions Applications, 1965

FF 38 Student Writing, W. Green

FF 39 Student Directory, 1964

FF 40 Teacher Program, 1964

FF 41 Upward Bound Proposal, 1964

Photographs

FF 42

FF 43 Contact Sheets (1)

FF 44 Contact Sheets (2)

FF 45 Contact Sheets, 1966

Reports and Proposals

FF 46 1964, (1)

FF 47 1964, (2)

FF 48 1964, (3)

FF 49 1964, (4)

FF 50 1964, (5)

FF 51 1964-1965, (1)

FF 52 1964-1965, (2)

FF 53 1966

FF 54 Barbership Incident

FF 55 "The Educational Needs of Black Youth in Princeton," by 
John T. Mavros, 1971

FF 56 Evaluations (1), 1964-1965

FF 57 Evaluations (2), 1964-1965
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UPT 50 E57
Inventory

Princeton Summer Studies Program
Reports and Proposals

Box 4 FF 58 Faculty Evaluations, 1965

FF 59 Follow Up of College Grades, 1966-1967

FF 60 Follow Up Study, 1982

Historian's Reports

Box 5 FF 45 (1), 1964

Box 6 FF 1 (2), 1964

FF 2 (3), 1964

FF 4 Individual Anecdotal Case Study

FF 5 "Issues and Questions Concerning the Educationally 
Disadvantage Student," 1966

FF 6 Language and Literature Classes, 1964-1965

FF 7 Program Outline

FF 8 Proposals, 1965

FF 9 Proposals, 1966

FF 10 Proposals, 1968

FF 11 Relationship Study, Soceometrics, 1965

FF 12 Reports on Circular Offered, 1964-1965

FF 13 Scheide-Williams Report, 1978

FF 14 Statistical Tables Regarding Participants, 1964

FF 15 Student Habits Survey, 1964

Student Relationship Study

FF 16 1964-1965, (1)

FF 17 1964-1965, (2)
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Robert Francis Engs Papers
UPT 50 E57

Inventory

Princeton Summer Studies Program

Student Relationship Study
Reports and Proposals

Box 6 FF 18 1964-1965, (3)

FF 19 1964-1965, (4)

FF 20 1964-1965, (5)

FF 21 Student-Teacher Relationship Study, 1965

FF 22 Student Participants Evaluative Questionnaires, 1964

FF 23 "Study of Society and Self," by Robert F. Engs, 1967

FF 24 Weekly Evaluations, Teaching Assistants, 1965

Student Files

FF 25 A, 1964-1965

FF 26 B (1), 1966-1967

FF 27 B (2), 1964-1966

FF 28 B (3), 1965

FF 29 B (4), 1964, 1967

FF 30 B (5)

FF 31 C (1), 1965

FF 32 C (2), 1965

FF 33 C (3), 1965-1967

FF 34 C (4), 1964, 1965

FF 35 C (5), 1965

FF 36 D (1), 1967

FF 37 D (2), 1967-1968

FF 38 D (3), 1966-1967
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Robert Francis Engs Papers
UPT 50 E57
Inventory

Princeton Summer Studies Program
Student Files

Box 6 FF 39 F

FF 40 G (1), 1964, 1970

FF 41 G (2)

FF 42 H (1), 1964, 1966

FF 43 H (2), 1966

FF 44 H (3), 1965

FF 45 H (4), 1965, 1967

FF 46 J (1), 1965

FF 47 J (2)

FF 48 J (3), 1964, 1967

FF 49 J (4), 1965

FF 50 L, 1966-1967

FF 51 M (1)

FF 52 M (2), 1965

FF 53 M (3), 1964-1965

FF 54 N (1), 1964-1965, 1979

FF 55 N (2), 1965

FF 56 O, 1964

FF 57 P, 1964

FF 58 T (1), 1965

FF 59 T (2), 1983

FF 60 T (3), 1964

FF 61 W (1), 1965
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Robert Francis Engs Papers
UPT 50 E57

Inventory

Princeton Summer Studies Program
Student Files

Box 6 FF 62 W (2), 1965

FF 63 W (3), 1964

Brandon H. Hirsch Research

FF 64 "'A Summer of Opportunity' A History of the Princeton 
Cooperative School Program" (1), 1992

FF 65 "'A Summer of Opportunity' A History of the Princeton 
Cooperative School Program" (2), 1992

Box 7 FF 1 Notebook

Research Files

FF 2 Graduate School Lists

FF 3 Setting and Afterthought

FF 4 Staff From Outside

FF 5 Students

FF 6 University Relations

Audio Tapes

FF 1 Gene Gadson's Group, "Integrative Seminar"

FF 2 Gene Gadson's Group, I

FF 3 Gene Gadson's Group, II

FF 4 Gene Gadson's Group, III

FF 5 Gene Gadson's Group, IV

FF 6 Gene Gadson's Group, V

FF 7 Henry Genges Interview, 1967

FF 8 Graduates, Interview, 1964

FF 9 Profile
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UPT 50 E57
Inventory

Princeton Summer Studies Program
Audio Tapes

Box 7 FF 10 Student Classes (1), 1964

FF 11 Student Classes (2), 1964

FF 12 Unmarked (1)

FF 13 Unmarked (2)

Slides

FF 15 Art Exhibition
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