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PROVENANCE

Transferred from Division of Recreation and Intercollegiate Athletics, 1999 (Accession

Number 1999:49).

ARRANGEMENT

This collection is arranged in four series: scrapbooks, honors and awards, presentation
book and photographs. The first box contains the ten signatures and loose photographs from one
of Hollenback’s scrapbooks, while the other two scrapbooks are housed with original binding

intact in the second two boxes. The final three series are in the fourth box.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

William Marshall Hollenback was born on February 22, 1886 in Blue Bell, Pennsylvania
and attended Phillipsburg High School prior to matriculating to the University of Pennsylvania in
1904.
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While at the University of Pennsylvania, Hollenback starred on the varsity football team.
He played the position of end in 1904, but a broken leg in 1905 forced Hollenback to sit out the
1905 season. Hollenback returned to earn All- American honors at the position of fullback from
1906-1908. Hollenback, who was known as “Big Bill” because of his large 6’1, 185-pound
frame, also served as captain of the undefeated 1908 team, the last Penn squad to be recognized
as National Champion. Legendary athlete Jim Thorpe, whose Carlisle Indians team played Penn

to a 6-6 tie in 1908, called Hollenback his “greatest and toughest opponent.”

Following his graduation in 1908 with a degree in Dentistry, Hollenback was head
football coach at Penn State (1909, 1911-1914), the University of Missouri (1910), Pennsylvania
Military College (1915) and Syracuse University (1916). He also served as advisory football
coach at the United States Naval Academy and the University of Pennsylvania (1919, 1921). In
1951, he was elected to the National Football Hall of Fame.

Hollenback became president of the Bird Coal Company in 1914 and would later serve as
director of the New York Shipbuilding Corporation, the Keystone Portland Cement Company
and the Coal Operators Casualty Company. In addition to these directorships and owning the
William M. Hollenback Coal Company, Hollenback also had a brief political career. He was

elected as a Republican to the Philadelphia City Council in 1939 and served one term from 1940
1944.

In 1966, Hollenback and his son, William M. Hollenback, Jr., jointly agreed to donate
$150,000 to the University of Pennsylvania toward the building of the William M. Hollenback
Center, a physical education and military science facility. The Hollenback Center was
completed in October of 1968, seven months after Hollenback passed away at the age of 82 on

March 12, 1968.

Hollenback married Marion Cressman in 1917 and fathered one son.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT

Hollenback’'s three main scrapbooks, which span the dates [1906] to 1960, are the
centerpieces of this collection. Newspaper clippings about Hollenback and the University of
Pennsylvania football team’s exploits from 1906 - 1908, including later retrospective articles,
comprise the bulk of the mate rial in the scrapbooks. Clippings about Hollenback ’s coaching
career and the later careers of friends and former teammates, as well as assorted photographs, are

also prominent.

Photographs make up a large portion of the rest of the collection. Included among these
is a combined photo album and scrapbook containing a concentration of photographs of
Hollenback, teammates, friends and family and correspondence from his football playing and
coaching career, 1905 - 1921. The photo album and scrapbook also contains some
correspondence relating to reunion dinners and other newspaper clippings dating from ca. 1920

to 1954.

The remainder of the collection is composed of, among other things, Hollenback’s varsity
football letters of 1906 and 1908 from the University of Pennsylvania and the title page of a
book given to Hollenback by Bill Roper.
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INVENTORY
Scrapbooks

Scrapbook, ca. 1907-1950
Oversize1-1 Signature 1 [pp. 1-16]
Oversize 1 -2 Signature 2 [pp. 17-32]
Oversize1-3 Signature 3 [pp. 33-48]
Oversize 1 -4 Signature 4 [pp. 49-64]
Oversize1-5 Signature 5 [pp. 65-80]
Oversize 1-6 Signature 6 [pp. 81-96]
Oversize1-7 Signature 7 [pp. 97-112]
Oversize 1 -8 Signature 8 [pp. 113-128]
Oversize 1 -9 Signature 9 [pp. 129-144]
Oversize 1 - 10 Signature 10 [pp. 145-160]
Oversize 1-11 Loose Photographs

Oversize 2 Scrapbook, ca. 1908-1915
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Inventory
Scrapbooks (cont.)
Oversize 3 Scrapbook, ca. 1906-1960
Oversize 4 Scrapbook, ca. 1906-1960
Honors and Awards
Oversize4 -1 1906-1951
Book
Oversize 4 - 2 A Football Classic, C.R. Gray compiler, [Omaha, Neb., 1929]
Photographs
Oversize 4 - 3 Reunions, 1938 - ca. 1950
Oversize 4 - 4 Other
Oversize 4 -5 Photo Album and Scrapbook, ca. 1905 - 1954
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