
 

 
UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA 

 

 
 
 

The University Archives 
and Records Center 

 
 

A Guide to the 
Office of Alumni Records. 

Compiled Indices of Appointments, Honorary 
Degrees, Publications and Military 

Service, 1749 – c. 1965 
 

8 Cubic ft. 
 
 

UPF 1.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by J.M. Duffin 
December 2009 

  

http://www.upenn.edu/
http://www.archives.upenn.edu/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The University Archives and Records Center 
3401 Market Street, Suite 210 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-3358 
215.898.7024 
Fax: 215.573.2036 
www.archives.upenn.edu 
Mark Frazier Lloyd, Director 

http://www.archives.upenn.edu/


 

1 
 

 

Guide to the  
Office of Alumni Records. 

Compiled Indices of Appointments, Honorary Degrees, Publications, 
and Military Service, 1749 – 1965 

 
UPF 1.9 

 
8 Cubic ft. 

Prepared by J.M. Duffin 
December 2009 

 
Access is granted in accordance with the Protocols for the University Archives and Records 

Center. 
 

 

PROVENANCE 

 

 Transferred from the Office of Alumni Records in 1983 (Accession 1983:23). 

 

 

ARRANGEMENT 

 

 The r ecords a re or ganized i n f our s eries: Professors, T eachers, O fficers, 1749 –1942; 

Honorary Degree R ecipients, 1757 –1940; M ilitary S ervice; Faculty R esearch C ollection.  A ll 

series, except the l ast, ar e ar ranged alphabetically first b y topic heading, when applicable, and 

then by personal name.  The last series is arranged chronologically, then alphabetically by name 

of faculty member. 

 
 

AGENCY HISTORY 

 

 The co mpiled i ndices t hat co mprise t his co llection w ere cr eated b y t he O ffice o f t he 

Recorder and the Office of Alumni Records. 
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 The Office of the Recorder was formed in 1912 as an outgrowth of the Publicity Bureau 

to serve as an agency to coordinate events and activities at the University of Pennsylvania as well 

as collect, preserve and promote t he hi story o f t he University (for more on the hi story of  t his 

office s ee t he G uide t o the O ffice of t he R ecorder R ecords).  It is  in  th is la tter c apacity, th e 

Recorder, George E . N itzsche, created a c ard i ndex of  a ll i ndividuals who s erved of ficers, 

professors and instructors at the University of Pennsylvania from 1749 to 1942 and who received 

honorary degrees between 1757 and 1940.  In addition to recording University service, Nitzsche 

also c ompiled a “W orld W ar R ecords” w hich listed students w ho w ere enrolled i n t he R OTC 

program during World War I. 

 

 The Office of Alumni Records was formed in 1927 as an outgrowth of the Department of 

Lists of The Pennsylvania Fund campaign (for more on the history of this office see the Guide to 

the Office of Alumni Records Master Alumni File Collection).  In addition to maintaining the 

mailing lis ts and biographical files of  alumni, the Alumni Records s taff took over some of  the 

historical list compilations formerly handled by the Office of the Recorder. 

 

 During W orld W ar II, the U niversity of  P ennsylvania de cided t o ke ep t rack o f t he 

military service of its students, alumni and faculty.  In 1943 a questionnaire in postcard form was 

developed and m ailed o ut t o a ll t he alumni r equesting t hem f or i nformation.  T he c ards w ere 

returned to the Alumni Record Office and filed in the biographical files of alumni and used to 

create a s eparate card file for war service.  T he Alumni Record Office started to create similar 

list for those who served in the Korean War but this was never completed. 

 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

 The collection documents on index cards the service provided by individuals as officers 

and teachers at the University of Pennsylvania from 1749 t o 1942, as military personnel to the 
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United States military during the wars of the first half twentieth century, as contributors to the 

larger world of learning. 

 

 The index of Professors, Teachers, and Officers contains information on the specific title, 

dates of  a ppointment of  i ndividuals, de grees he ld, a nd oc casionally da tes of  r esignation a nd 

death.  The cards cover the period from 1749 to 1942 and surnames Bra to Z.  The cards for the 

surnames A through Bo were previously interfiled in the Office of Alumni Records Biographical 

Files (UPF 1.9AR).  The index of Honorary Degree Recipients contains the name, date and type 

of degree conferred between the years 1757 and 1940. 

 

 The military service records have a  variety of detail.  T he World War I cards l ist onl y 

students who were enrolled in the Reserve Officers Training Corps, with the name of individual 

the date and expected degree he would receive at the end of the course of study and occasionally 

the name of  t he t raining camp he attended.1

 

  The cards for W orld W ar II ar e m ore ex tensive.  

They cover alumni, students and faculty of the University who served in the war.  The card lists 

the na me of  t he i ndividual, a ddress, s chool a nd c lass a ffiliation, t ype, dates a nd l ocation of  

military service and are grouped into categories for men, women, deceased or missing soldiers 

and prisoners of war.  The cards for men’s service with surnames beginning with A through Com 

and Malk through Shr are missing.  C overage of the service of students and alumni during the 

Korean War i s not  complete.  T hese cards contain the name of  the individual, address, s chool 

and c lass a ffiliation, a nd s ome ba sic i nformation on t he t ype, da tes and l ocation of  military 

service. 

 The Faculty Research Collection cards documents the publication of books and articles in 

journals b y m embers of  t he f aculty o f t he U niversity of  P ennsylvania pr imarily f rom 1928 t o 

1937 with additional cards going back to 1899 and forward to 1965.  The cards contain the name 

of the author, title of the article and book. 

 

                                                      
1 For information on alumni and students who served World War I see Pennsylvania: A Record of the University’s 
Men in the Great War (Philadelphia, 1920). 
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Box 1 Br – Fl   (A – Bo cards interfiled in Alumni Records biographical 
files, UPF1.9AR)

Professors, Teachers, Officers, 1749–1942

Box 2 Fo – Kn

Box 3 Ko – Po

Box 4 Pr – To

Box 5 Tr – Z

Honorary Degree Recipients, 1757–1940

Students in Reserve Officers' Training Corps

Military Service
World War I ("World War Records")

Box 6 Conston – Ehrlich, A; (A – Com, missing)

World War II (Students and Alumni)

Box 7 Ehrlich, H – Gansert

Box 8 Gansman – Harris, James C.

Box 9 Harris, James R. – Jones, Benjamin C.

http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
http://www.archives.upenn.edu/
http://www.upenn.edu/
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Box 10 Jones, Benjamin W. – Leahy

Military Service (cont.)
World War II (Students and Alumni)

Box 11 Leakes – Malis; (Malk – Shr, missing); Shumaker – 
Smith, Moorhead

Box 12 Smith, Morris – Travis, I

Box 13 Travis, R – Wittemire

Box 14 Wittens – Z

Regular Army

Regular Navy and Marines

Women Vetrans

Wounded, A – Mi

Box 15 Wounded, Mo – Z

Prisoners of War

Missing

Dead

Deceased, Citations

Box 16 Dead

Deceased not to be counted

Families and Relatives of Servicemen
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Box 16 Students and Alumni

Military Service (cont.)
Korean War

Dead

Box 17 1899 – 1928

Faculty Research Collection

Box 18 1929 – 1932 (A–C)

Box 19 1932 (D–Z) – 1935 (A–H)

Box 20 1935 (I–Z) – 1965
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