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PROVENANCE

Transferred to the University Archives in 1996.

AGENCY HISTORY

In the summer of 1942, Henry F. Schwarz, Secretary of American Defense-Harvard
Group, sent letters to 170 colleges and universities, proposing the organization of faculty groups
for the discussion of post-war problems. The faculty of the University of Pennsylvania was
among those that responded to the initiative. In the autumn of the same year, a new organization-
-the Universities Committee on Post-War International Problems--was established. Under the
central committee were a number of “Cooperating Groups” including the University of

Pennsylvania Committee on Post-War International Problems.

The organization was aimed to recognize and discuss grave international problems that
would face the world in the post-war period, with the expectation that discussion among

University faculty members could contribute to the development of a timely and intelligent
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solution to these problems. The central committee was terminated with the issuance of its final
report in the summer of 1945. In the report, the central committee concluded that it had
“contributed to the preparation of the American mind for participation in international
organization”; but with the emphasis shifting from study to action, the procedure of deliberation
and discussion was no longer well suited to the future need for decisions on international

problems.

The University of Pennsylvania Committee on Post-War International Problems was

chaired by the Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The collection includes some minutes and correspondence of both the Universities

Committee on Post-War International Problems and the Penn Committee. The balance records

discussions by Penn faculty members on various problems set by the central committee.
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INVENTORY
Box 1
FF 1 Committee minutes, Problems and summary of replies, 1943-1944
FF 2 International Conciliation, 1944 June, October and November
FF 3 List of problems, Committee minutes, and summary of replies, 1943

FF 4 Problems 1X (Colonies and Dependent Areas) and XV (Post-war Relations with
the British Commonwealth of Nations), 1944

FF 5 Problem XIlI--China in the Post-war World, n.d.
FF 6 Problem XIV--Post-war Relations with the Soviet Union, 1944

FF 7 Problem XV (Post-war Relations with the British Commonwealth of Nations),
1945

FF 8 Problem XVI (American Membership in a General International Organization:
Constitutional Difficulties), 1944

FF 9 Problem XVII--Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes, 1944

FF 10 Problem XVIII--The Dumbarton Oaks Proposals: The Enforcement of Peace,
1944


http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html
http://www.archives.upenn.edu/home/protocols.html

Box 1

FF

FF

FF

FF

FF

11

12

13

14

15

University Committee on Post-War International Problems
UPB 7.9 PWP
Inventory

Problem XIX (the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals: Economic and Social
Cooperation), 1945

Problem XX (Problems of the Unites States Participation in the United Nations
Organization), 1945

Universities Committee on Post-war International Problems, Correspondence and
newsletter, 1944-1945

Universities Committee on Post-war International Problems, Final Report on the
Work of the Committee, 1942-1945

Yale Institute of International Studies, Reports, 1944-1945
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